. i) oY 
. ἃ Δ 
ΟΡ 


~ - 
ΝᾺ oe oo 
»ΨῬ ’ τ 
᾿ - a “9 


PERSONAL HiST 


VICE ADIALRAL 


wreitie τὸ τ τοτηχστονς Ν 
WEILE S2RVING A 


“A 
ro) 


PERSONAL HISTOPY OR DLARY OF 
U.S. Navy 


VICE ADMIRAL ALFRED CG. 
WHILE SERVING AS COMM.ND 


Saturday, 20 October 1962 


UNC ASSIPIED 
tloA.M. 
Commander SECONSS Fleet ine brizi but efi 


relieved 


Ξ 9 


— ae SE 


We -- R D > 


Ceremony on the fantail of the Flagsnip, USS NEV 
{CA-148), attended by abou: 400 importan: guesis 


i 


Civilians within the City of Norfolk and vicici 


Ὁ 


UNCLASSIFIE 
My orders ore 
Commander in early ᾷ 
gare at Annapolis by the Chief of Naval P 


τ 
“2: 

5 

Ee § 

fe 

rf 

Ss 


Smedberg, 
because of the increased interest i in bein 


Hey ~ - = aloo 4 τ ως t= 
ituation, and the desire to have in cornmmac:d ΟἹ the Fleet at the time 
- Snitiati £ anti = = yer} sAiG τ Ape 
οἵ initiation οὗ action a Commander who ceulc normaszily be excected to 
a¢- Ν μ᾽ -- a) + - -- αἱ « “Ἄν - wR fo mein? 
stzy in the commend for ἃ normal tour and not one such as Acmir2l 
Teavl aes ΒΝ -ὥἀονν order Pee ri gt τις ἢ σις τῷ ἢ γα τσὶ 2 4. ere, ce 
AylOr Wino would oe ΤΟΣ Oracrs lor Ce. 2cCaAmen.. 4025 ρ΄. ΞΟ -ὼ as, 
£-, ra oa are tl δὶ Ten + - “τ στα ~ tne oy a 
in fact, executed with Admiral Rivero reporting un 12 October anc 
; : ΠΝ _— oes leet etek 
relieving meas Commander Amphibious force, Τὶ, 5, Atlartic Fiset, 
Ξ 
15 = - - be ’ tarmuru aT mys TR Oetahne- an: 
on 15 October. J reported aboard NEWPORT NEG/S on ἰδ Octoner and 
1: ia 7 -- 
relieved on 20 October. 
- " x 
aoe 
7 - 
age oe 
.SUC!I aw 4 7 
awed nl κι eiA ews Sur thie perrpiniact@w.a-) 
f tirst heard of Sericus considerziitgn oy the administration 
‘ ; i: a te - - --- he ξδρ vin, 5 - Af Ν᾿ 4 
being given to a blockade at sea during 2 irieliing by Acmiral 
Ξ Ξ 
a lan mai wf Te = ne en ee ιὴΩ wes ee ak 
Dennison of General Max “Taylor snoctiy afer nc had o¢en normincied 
+e D> eis - am } A ws ey ~ foaty vt ot co. ΟΣ ae Ζῇ ent. - ΠΝ 
bo the Presicent as Chairman οὗ the Joint Cnie's of Stait-- this Uristins 
= 3 > + bons --ς 5 -- ΠΝ aT. “ὦν τος - “φ 4 ~ tea 
@Arbenmvea oy £ € tOp COMMImancers ΟΣ one σευ ς θοῦ, At τωρ lim 
Tn en oy τ στ 7 mens 2 ε ~ αὶ nets - - Pe, ae lw - em wee - --- - 
General 2naylor stniec winmac Li we wWwenled to TONaGUTE ΤΣ ΤΕΣ BOUL OTS 
~ τ- a - or Sa 1 a wila-e ete ee yo , . ΝΠ oe 
agoQiast the Sovi:ts that in all probability we snould Iuecve tnerm εὖ sea. 
Τ AM er, et eres ce ὦ cam ae 7 ko sek Foal aw το ene ee we 1,2 πὰς 7 : 
ΣΔΣΞ thesis wes to ime Eflect tnatr use Οἱ Air cower would resuit in 
fica atu aH σὰ γα « 4 rytaea tian > tee fem a+ --- ἡ ane ΟΝ -» Ὑπ 1 εἱς; r Tot 
Qeapruce2l1On ΟΣ CiVisIZe liom as fe nro Bey αἴ τος MELE Ser SiGe Coils 
3 5 5 δ ye ἧς τσ sf oo Ξ.. aes men ’ ,Τ we - 
vin; that lirnmited war by ground forces in Europe woule undoustec:; 
rosupeciority in army 


pe 


wo NT 


CON 


8 
that this relief would take place much earlier, 


+ ere eae 
may Ὁ SUBE ΔΌΤΙΙΟΣ 
at naval power ln 
“- τος : > 
Εμ fe ὰ «ἃ, κα; 
-- αὶ i Sr? ODO 
τὸν, ὁ pera. 
να mets ὁ πὸ τ Π Β 


homecoming 
Admi- 


lly indicated thet - was to relieve as 


D FLEET 


SECRET 
order to check the spread of communism. Admiral Dennison and others 
argued against blockade of Soviet shipping beceuse of the reaction which 
would undoubtedly occur and the fact that we require free use of the sea 


while the Soviet Union, as a land bower, does not have this reaquirement 


for its survival. Cn 3 October, CINCLANTILT promulgated an OpOrde 

for blockade of Cuba, in which he directed tne Commender Jo 
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CONFIDENTIAL: 1. 


Command Ceremony, it became apparent that this was no drill. I called 
Admiral BSeakiey, Deputy CINCLANT/CINCLANTFLT, and suggested 
that it might be profitable far me to come to Fleet headquarters and get 
brieted. He concurred. 1 joined Admira!s Dennison, Bezk!) 
Leverton in the Command Post Control Center and read messages from 
JCs to CINCLANT, and listened to conversations over the secure tele- 
phones betweea the Chairman ot the JCS aad CINCLANT. The decision 
had been made at that time to establish a blockade of Cuba to be effec- 
tive at tne time specified in a speech by tne President that was expected 
elther Sunday night or Monday night (either 2i October or 22 October). 
It was the intention of CINCLANTFLT δὲ that time to conduct the blockade 
under the CTF 8] chain of command with Vice Admiral "Whitey" Taylor, 
COMASWFORLANT, as Blcokade Commander. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Vice Admiral Rivero, COMPBIHLANT, had s2iled on 16 October, 
the day after relieving me of that command, for ana bi 
in Vieques. Vice Admiral Rivero would aiso be CTF 1 
as previously prescribed. 
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largued to assign the Navy task force command, CTF 123, to 
COMSECONDELT, inasmuch as Admiral Rivero would have his hands 
full as the Amphibious Commander, and the majority of the units of 
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ond Fleet would be involved in the 123 operation. Admtralis Dennison 
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at 
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Admiral Beakley stated that he .oulc shit command of 123 to 
COMSECONDFLT as soonas he could. The COMSECONDELT Opera- 
Fions Oricey, Captain Peters, began vworxing with τῆς CINCLANTPLL 
sratf on a concept of concuctines the hiockace i Worked with this zroup 
for awhile and helped cevelop a scheme tor using twelve destroyers on 
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and a'so to be available to pick up land-based patroi aircratt in making 
contacts to the east of the line. OpNav plans provided for the inciusion 
of a CVA in the blockadinw farce, and Il mace representation to Admiral 

Beakley that a HUK group would be more valuable thana CVAin 
interdicting shipping en route tc Cuba. He agreed and our plans were 
made accordingly. This pcint was also bought sy OpNav and never 
became an issue. Admiral Dennison liked tne plan. He asked that I 
accompany him to Washington, leaving at 6 P.M., for a meeting with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to be prepared to discuss our proposed 
plans for bleckade 
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Meanwhile, of course, I] had called Mrs. Ward and cancelled 
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Lieutenant General Lou Truman, USA, who had just that day 
been appointed as Admiral Dennison's Deputy for CINCLANT Cuban 
Operations, and 1 accompanied the Admiral to Washington and proceeded 
immediately to the Director's Office, where we read proposed draft 
forthcoming session. The Chairman 


messages and were briefed on the fo 
granted permission for Lieutenant General Truman end myself ts be 

present at the meeting. Tne meeting οἱ the Joint Chiefs began at 

9 PLM Standard Tim Pres 


LN. , ὃ 


e . 
Chairman; Admirai George Anderson, the CNO, with Wice Admiral 
e fot é 


ane z Ε: 
= - fa - 2 gant nm am σί «. ν- τγη σιν tr 2 at 
decisions were unanimous. Decisions made previsusiy in meetings δ᾽ 
2 
tre Writ ἘΞ - δ 2 ἡ πρῶ enc: ee tn eyvercite the 2129 slan enznrurrerntiv 
wae 116 ἐπ ou = reqculrec read. Le Ss eu Ὁ οὐ δ φῦ ἢ Ct 914 pea ἁ COnmcuUrrerncs:s 
tele rin petanlichk sant Att ae το πικεσῖιο, ie Parse cs ττο προ ctili heing 
Wilt ime ΦΘΊΣΙΣ ΓΘ ὩΣ ΟΣ. νος ς- τὶς SUIT Σ ΌΟΤΟΞΞ Firs S iis VEIN” 
γι τ σπὶιν εν AR fee masa πω, Wa aca ta Des tone τς σα σι το πο πρὸ τὺ oa meant 
ΓΘ oO LPOM many air eeses νῷ Suh oO ΟΣ χα, ent 25 ρον τ 
ee ata το 5 sepa lete aA until Méosrcdarv Top Apricion: sie the Mal ρ τς was 
Χ λα ες AS «(ΟΥ̓ ῖρΡ a areas σον “τω κ -“ἰ|ἰἼΕσ,δθιοῖ ὃς τὰ Willeis Waseé 
- - : ~ en Ε 
“a εα - ton -ο ae -- + -- oe ᾿ - : a - - =~ ont - -- “ = 
mace, threreziore, tO TFecoOmm™menc [allie “Yesitent 5 ΞΟ be ας 9 On 
oars 3 ΠΝ Wwe -.- tee - AON t+ - -- - = -- 
BtOnaay ratner than on σαν lm ὈΤΟΟΥΤ Ὁ Bermic is Brepara+:ion. 
2 i 
Ct ee ee ad lime the br πος messace drntted by OP-D6 fs 
Admira: Snarp enowec me τῆς prlUbsect Message crairea ὧν Or,M-G6 tor 
ac et ὌΝ τοῖο far ele τοῖς te cae a te MINOT Δ π προ τ ξα ς; 
presentatian To tre Uniers ΣΟΙ, ce eto τῷ Seas τὺ DLN ULANT, prov.aing 
εν 1 tea Ae 4 το χκιταετσ τὴς τ arte οι yweantic = 3 τσ πὲς οἵ thocoep 
LOC KREGE INnsi2r wMCLAONS. a2 eUUO CHOU Pea 25 to0o TwVO aspects OF nese 
. - ΄ - αν δι “1 1 ΄ wo 1 ᾿ 
~ ak and a+ + t anita Ali ntan - furwy ha ese αι σπασπι ας 
PRSeTUCVIS 385 Tirst, tre δι - Site Gistance row Wusd as Pein’ encecs- 
we 
- - “- - .-ν - 
- ἧς = + sep orth τ cos wet ἐπ reer ERR me oo sc N Se mS rt ~ 4 
sive and resulting in uliligetion ΟΣ too many sips, anc, second, 
: ΕΒ 
~— 2 - - - 
- - ep ET 
2 Tt he Dee ὦ 


ie rem MF - a On ἡ wee ee 


inclusion of air interdiction as being impractical without a CVA and 
poor utilization of a CVA, particularly since CVA should be in position 
to execute the 312 pian. He stated that he would attempt to remove both 
provisions but could guarantee no results. The 500-rmnile limitation was 
discussed at some detail by the Chiefs. General Taylor statedc in his 
Opinion it was a foolish provision, in that current intelligence indicated 
that the 1L23's, or light bombers, while being assembled, were not yet 
operational; that the only aircraft of concern vere MiGs; and that 180 
miles should be adequate. Admiral Anderson agreed witb this but the 
other Chiefs were less than enthusiastic and no firm decision was made. 
When the crders came out the next day, the 500-mile restriction had 
been eliminated and substituted tnerefor was the provisian that ihe 
blockade lines should be outside the range of Cuban weapons. The air 
interdiction also did not appear in these instructions; but in a separate 
Cirective, as am annex to the blockade instructions, was a directive to 
CINCLAINT to provide blockade οὗ Block aircraft as designated by the 
JCS if directed to do so. 
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We returned to Norfolk at about 2330, having had dinner on 
board the aircraft at about 2300. J went with Admiral Dennison to his 
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War Room for conference with his staff, and finally arrived home at 
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conferences in LANTFLT headquarters. My staff and I worked on many 


details, including development of OpOrders and such items as requesting 


Russian language interpreters to be used in the Visit and Search parties. 
In tais detail, full cooperation was given by BuPers, as inuicated DY 
the fact that my previous Flag Lieutenant woen I was COMCRUDIV 1, 
Liectenant Commander Bill Martin, was called by BuPers at about 
A.M. on Monday morning and informed that he would be required to 
be on board the NEWPORT NEWS prior 1400 that day for a period of 
temporary duty of about 90 days. Nune of the ten officer interpreters 
made the deadline, some coming from such obscure piaces as Professor 
of Naval Science εἰ Rensselaer Foly, Marine Corps Schools at Quantico, 
and other various activities. Also in this category were additional 
photographic teams, provision of each ship with vear gas, riot gun 
ammunition, hand grenades, and miniature tape recorders with micro- 
ma2ones. 
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During the afternoon I received instructions fram CINCLANTFLT 
to assume overational control and form a blockading force, Task Force 
136. Iwas assigned ESSEX, which was under going training in the 
Guantanarno area but fortunately had an air group aboard. I assigned to 
ESSEX desiroyers which were at sea, to be relieved by 


y four ships of 
DESRON 24, which were direct-d to sail from Newport. All instructions 
tor moverrents of ships prescribed ‘minimize public 
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feeling was that each of us present was privileged to serve our country 
in this endeavor. I authorized the Captains to make local telenhone calls 
in attempting to get key men back to the ship but prescribed thz:t there 
would be no general recall, no informé:ion on television or radio, 

and no telegrams sent out of the area, in order to minimize public 
attention. Emergency requisitions were pleced. finterest, the 
newspapers had picked up the movements of forces of all services and 
knew that something was afoot. The President had aansunced that he 
would inform the American peuple and the world of the reasons there- 
for in an address on radio and television to be made at 2000 (EST) in 
the evening. Admiral Dennison inforrned me that it was expected that 
the President would issue the blockade prociamation at 1200 (Iccal) on 
the 23rd. lIinformed the Admiral! that we would be prevared to make 
some intercercrs at that time. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
Monday was a busy day. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
I was directed to provide escorts tor the Amphibious Force, 


winich 1 did: on my own initiative I] also provided escorts for underway 
replenishment groups consisting of oliers and ammunition ships. 
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to receive him. This is no reflection on previous admiaistrations, ir 
that there was uever any occasion for the assumptioa of tactical 
command by the Fieet staft. 


Tuesday, 23 October 1962 
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A message from CINCLANTFLT acvised that the proclamation 
would probably be made as scheduled with an efiective cate of 2414062. τξι 
The blockade would be effective on the date prescribed by the President. 
CINCLANTFLT designated the first two targets as POLTAVA and 


KIMOVSK. At this time there were known to be 19 block ships in Cuba 
and 30 biock ships en route from Europe to Cuba. Of these we had 


se 
reason to suspect that five Soviet ships were carrying offensive 7 = 
weapons and of submitting false port declarations. One Liberian ship, 
MARUCLA, was also suspect. 
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Even though the JCS directive had eliminated the 500- mile 
restriction, the CINCLANTFLT directive retained it but autnorized é 
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SECR ET 
BIGELOW with MACCAFFERY, LAWE, SELLERS, FORKEST ROYAL, 
GEARING frem Mayport; WITEK, ar. OPTEVFOR ship, from New London; 
COMCARDIV 18 in ESSEX; COMDESRON 34 in BLANDY with C. 5, 
SPERRY, BARRY and KEPPLER; ἔσαν ships of DESRON 24 en 
from Newport; and the URG with its screen. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
All ships proceeded to staion at 2? knots in order to nave the 
quarantine line established and effective on schedule at 241400Z. 
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The President carefully avoided the use of the word blockade 
in both his speech and in the proclamation, ard our OpOrders were 
modified to substitute "quarantine" for "blockade" wherever appearing 
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Wednesday, 24 October 1962 


UNCLASSIFIED 
Established the quarantine line as prescribea in the OpOrder; 


12 destroyer stations, 60 miles apart, on aa are 590 miles from Cape 
MAIS! at the eastern end of Cuba, CANBERRA witn two escorting 


destroyers backing up the northern end of the line, and NEWPORT 
NEWS with two destroyers backin 
CTF 136 in NEWPORT NEWS; CT 
(Rear Admiral Ailes) in CANBEE 
{Rear Admiral Christensen) in ESSE 
of the line; and the Mobile Logistic Support Grous (CTG 136.3) (Captain 
Dalton) in support. At this time [: Cc T τὸ: 
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fsus 


them sufficiently distant to insure intercept of susDiclous contacts 
during daylight hours to eastward of the island chain. 
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Soviet submarines in the Atlantic headed for the quarantine area with 
Several other probable subs on the iecse. 

CONFIDENTIAL . 

All forces in position to execute OpFlan 312 if directed. 


UNCLASSIFIE 

1 requested permission from Commander Eastern Sea Frontier 
to use the AEW aircraft at Roosevelt Roads to cetect aircraft in the 
event I was ordered to interdict Soviet air, with the AEW aircraft to 
control intercests: I requested fram CGFMFULANT the use of Marine 
interceptors (F8U's) and tankers (GV-l's also classified as €130's) ona 
not-to-interfere -with-primary-mission basis in the event ofa 
requirement to intercept = Soviet aircraft. Both COMEASTSEAFRON 
and CGP MELANT approv2a such requests; however, the OpOrder, 
when promulgated by CINCLANTF LT, assigned the task tc Commander 
Carisbean Sea Frontier ratner than to Commander Second Fleet. 
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It became evident during the afternoon that a pattern of opera- 


tions was emerging; that some few Soviet Bloc’ tankers were 
continuing ona westerly heacing toward Cusa, bu. thet all 8 of t 
Bl eighters were reversing course ‘turning toward — ope 
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Ferce, Atlantic, was most effective. He conducte 
patrol aircraft from Bermuda and irorn Rooseveit Roacs. SAC also 
assisted in aircraft surveillance of the Atiantic scuth of Bermuda 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

USS PIERCE, in stationl], made contact with a Lebanese 
freighter, MARUCLA, under charter to the Soviet Un ., witha 
reported cargo of sulphur, paper, machinery, trucks aad various 
parts. During mid-morning, received inst-:uctions to direct PIERCE 
to stop and oonard the Lebanese freighter, MARUCI.A. By the time 
this directive had reacked PIERCE, PIERCE had ceased trailing 
MARUCLA in order to refuel, had taken ou fuel, and had started 
tracking a Greek ship. Later that afternoon 1 received an urgent 
message, personal, frorm Admiral Beakley saying that it was of 
greatest importance to stop and board MARUCLA; that he had provided 
all the information he had available, and tnat it was up to me ts do 
something about it. I sent a message to RANDOLPH request-ng 
assistance of Task Group ALPHA, and made this a personal plea ta 
Rear Admiral Lee. Just afer dark, PIERCE reported that she hac 
overheard conversativoas to RANDOLPH requesting assistance in 
relocating MIARUCLA; that she had voice communications with a 
RANDOLPH aircraft; and that RANDOLPH a:ircrait nad made positive 

e rm 
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were dressed in whites, made an. ‘cellent appearance, and conducted 
their business in a military and courtesus manner. A running com- 
mentary was provided CNO and CINCLANTEFLT on the HICOM net. 
Answers were provided betsore questions could be asked, and the 
entire operation went very smoothly. tae world press gave complete 
coverage of the information released in Washington. MNo forbidden 


weapons or cargoes were detected and the ship was released to proceed. 


I commended both ships and the Division Commander, 
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LAWRENCE and MACDONOUGH intercepted and trailed the 
Soviet tanker GROZNYY. Many photograpzs of this ship were taken. 
She is a modern, lerge, new ship and carries large, long cylindrical 
tanks on Geck, which were covered with a neat shield. This ship was 
traiied for several days and permitted to vroceed without having been 
boarded. Many other ships of foreign registries, sume of which were 


under contract to the Soviet Union, were intercepted but permitted to 
proceed after trailing. 
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Re fueled NEWPORT NEWS and destz oyers, ? NEWPORT NEWS > 
eing down. to about 30% fuel. Received from the ΜΝ a small amount 
mail, but was amazed at the number of messa 
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Receiveda message trom CINCLANTELT stating thar the 
JCS had concurred with CINCLANT's recommendations in shitting the 
ὈΔΥ͂ΣΙΕΣ ciss?rtotne Bahamas. 1 had recomraended to CINCLANTFLT 
that the barrier be reduced to 5 stations covering the passages through 

is INCLASSIF 
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the Bahama island chain, with individual ships taking stations near 
the entrance to 

northeast durin Ε 
beginning εἰ dusk. This wculd insure that ships that were detected 
by patrol aircraft could be intercepted by the destroyers during day- 
lignt pericd:. CINCLANT adapted the stations which I had recom- 
mended but decidec to use a few rnore shins than 1 had allzwed, so 
that the new stations required 10 destrovers and one cruiser on the 
line with a back-up by a VWUK group and an underway replenishment 


hese passages during the night and moving out to the 
the cay by a distance of about 109 miles, retu_ning 


group. 


Monday, 29 October 1962 
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Reformed the line in accord*nce with JCS-approve n 
Since only one cruiser was required, I decided to permit NEWPORT 
NEWS an opportunity to conduct ἃ much overdue gunfire suapor 
exercise. This cruiser had not fired a shore bombardment exer reise 
in more than 8 year, and it was one of the two ships scneduied for fire 
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support in the 3lo pian. COniinterest, decreased maasis tn re 
years oan guns and guniire support is reflected in the fact that neither 


NEWPORT NEWS nor CANS RRA, the only two ” perations: cruisers 


in the Second Fleet, had fired a gunfire support exercise in more than 
ayear. With CINCLANTEFLT's concurrence, Σ made CONCPRUDESFLOT 
6 (Rear Admiral Ailes) acting CTF 136. and departed at cers for S2n 
Juan. 11 directed the destroyers not required in th. new iine ta proceed 
> San Juan for upkeep, Yheir upkeen was snort-iived in inetie 
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NEWPORT NEWS spent the day and evening in conducting a 
fire support exercise et Culebra. 
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November Ist and 2nd “were 506 
San Juan. On 1 November I reported by telephone ts Admiral Dennison 
and informed him I would lezve on 3 November to resurne commend of 


Task Force 136. 


niin avery p 


Conferred with Rear Admiral Flaherty, COMCRUDESFLOT i2, 
on his arrival in San Juan to act as destroyer liaison and cont 
ollicer in .hat area, and departed for quarantine line, 
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ine pactern st cperations within the quarantine line became 
Siagiiized wit the 7 CHESTNUT (code word for the quarantine line} 
Stations manned by NEWPORT NEWS plus ὦ destroyers, with the 
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An odd and conflicting series of events and develc ments were 
taking place. fr. Krushchev had ag: Sign ; 
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ree 
and ship missiles out of Cuba. ne Deputy First Seer eieey Mr. 
Mikoyan, was in Cuba trying to persuad 1t 2 

but was unsuccessful. Castro continued b Nigere: t talk but was 
beginning tc relax his preparedness measures. The debates in the 
United Nations were taxing on a conciliatory aspect. Mr. Krushchev 
and President Kei.nedy were in general agreement on actions tos be 
taken to reduce tensions. 
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The military posture of the United Sta: 


es around Cuba continued 
to be one of increased reaciness, witn the :izeabie Marine br 
embarked in PHIBGRU 3 continuing its passage to tne Cub .n area 
departing the Canal Zone on 5 November with 21 ships in which more 
than 12,900 marines were embarked. Air Force units and Army units 
ontinued to be positioned for an assault on Cuba if ordered. Atwo- 
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carrier task force consisting of ENTERPRISE and INDEPENDENCE 
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continued to opera.e south of Cuba in instant readiness to strike if 
Girected. Th ntizve Second Marine Division was lcaded out end moved 
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Thursday, 8 November 1962 
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Ships in the quarantine line becan intercepting merchantmen 
leaving Cuba to ascertain as far as possible the fact that Soviet 
missiles were actually being shipped out and en route to Soviet Union. 


UNCLASSIFIED 

In Norfolk I contacted : many of the people on Admiral Dennison's 
stafis who had control of or interest in quarantine operations. Vice 
#dmiral Jack Taylor acted as my mentor. Of intere , | was treated 
with more respect than on any previous occasion, pos ssibly because of 
Some very favorable national publicity (I do not yet know who my 
publicity agents are b-t ar indebted to them) or possibiy because of 
the fact thai I had been at sea doing a joD with ship 3 and men while 
the others were working in offices at desks and were able to be nome 
each evening. Of the two types of jobs, however, I had much the easier 
and the more interesting. 
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CONFIDENT! ΤΑΙ toe 
The OP-316 conference was chaired and controlled by Lieutenant 


General Lou Truman, with various members of his $1421 Makin 


individual briefings. The only thing new from previsus 316 planning 
was that additional groind forces would be employed with the princivle 
a elements of the First 


elements of two army divisions and the remsinin 
Marine Division from the West 

for the execution of this plan. 

CONF IDEN $TIAR Στ 

l again discussed with Admirals Ri 


Γι Uvero, Taylor and Beakley the 
fact that it seemed in -snzruous to me that in the 316 slan all =i the 
operational units of the Second Fleet, includinz the Secand Flee: flag- 
Susp, Would be eng: ged but that the Commander of che Second Fleer 
“5 j Iv b Ags is Qacshin with a revaltacte Mec 
would merely be a passenger in his flazshiv, with 2 reveal tas flee: 
being commanded by COMPHIBLANT os CTF 123. Secause Admniral 
Rivero had done so muca work in this segard and his sraffis ec inently 
capable, I did not discuss this subject with Admiral Dennison, Ad-siral 
Taylor agreed fully with me, and Acmirz:i Beakles indicates &2A12 LAG 

; é 
the cnange should be made as sson δ85 it was feasible specificaliy if 
a stand-down on ere operations were to De ordered, then the 
corm.mand uld be shifted to Commander Second Fleer, 


reo 
8) 


7. CONFIDENT! 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 

I called to pay my respects on Admiral Dennison in the after- 
noon, expecting to stay just a couple of minutes because of his busy 
scnecule. He sat me down and gave me about ἃ half-hour's briefing 
on his problems and the principal issues and decisions facing the 
Atlantic command. He stated he vas concerned with three factsrs: 
first, whether or noi missiles were actually leaving Cubé in the ships; 
second, what would be done 2 out the 1L28 (medium jet bombers); and 
third, verification in all of the aspects as regards offensive weapons 
in Cuba. He mentioned that the United States prescribed a prohibition 
of all offensive weapons but that Mr. Krushchev had agreed ts remov- 
ing oniv the MRBMs and IRBMs, and siated that he was doing just 
that, and that the United Stat2=s should not Dring in additional factors. 
Simultaneously, Castro announced that the bombers now be'’onged to 
Cube and were no longer under the conirol of the Soviet Union and 
would not be removed. Admirai Dennison gave me acomplete” . 
briefing on the submarine capabilities of Soviet submarines, evidenced 
by their operating in the Western Atlantic in numbers. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


it was a thoroughly worthwhile day of discussions. 
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BATS returning home liscok Cindy for 2 swim in the enclosed 
es y 4 - ΤᾺ - os ae - = wWwtaAtl.e ¢4 πος -~ ἃ 
poo: and gainec ser permissisn to go to a Slack tle dinner as a Kiwanian, 
- to toa os a c ss e kK 
ana was recognized at the dinner as coming from Cuba. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


NCLASSIFIED 


— 


Reconstituted the CHESTNUT line after completion of the 
special forrnations used to intercep: Soviet ships leaving Cuba with 


missiles. 


Tuesday, 13 November 1962 


UNCLASSIFIED 
Was relieved by Admiral Ailes, as directed and returned by 
air to Norfolk. The Flagship approached within helo range of 
San Salvador, where Iwas picked up by an R4D-8. Established head- 
s in Building AP'l2 at the Naval Base pending return of the 
Fiagship. Continued planning throughout the week with CINCLANTELT 
and other interested activities. The daily patterao of activity was 


τ 


0890 {about} arrived in the office and read messages. 


0900 atterded the morning CINCLANT/CINCLANTFLT 


ttendeu the daily conference conducted oy VADM 
8 rz of CINCLANT/ 


staffs. These conierences were 
attended by Air Force and Army generais attached 
to CONARC and TAC pilus the CINCLANT and 
CINCLANTELT stafis. I vas the only person not 
actually assignedts CINCLANT staifwho was 


CoN bs pble inl 

Cle Seka with COMORUDESSLOT ὃ staff embarked sailed 
τον Norisik τὸ relieve NEWPORT NUS as Flegsnip of the 
Conrantine Force: 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Tuesday, 13 November 1°62 


UNCLASSIFIED 

The President at a news conference announced that it was 
apparent that the Soviets were sincere in their desires to remove 
offensive weapons from Cuba ind tnat Mr. Krushchev had agreed to 
dismantle the I1L28 bomberxs and to return them to the Soviet Union. 
The President stated that he was therefore directing discontinuance 
and cisestablishment of the quarantine cperations and the quarantine 
force. 


Wednesday, 21] November 1962 ΝΕ τσ - το 


UNCLASSIFIED 
NEWPORT NEWS returced to Norfolk, arriving just after dark 
in ἃ miserable, driving rain. ~ 


he maicrity of the ships that hed been Serving in the cuarantine 
4 3 


hins meintainin; 
ΣΤ meintainin 


2 
picket destro to tne north of Cuba; the Fleet Marine 
Forces, Atlantic, were emoerked in ships of .ne Amphibious Force, 
Atlantic, with three-fourths of such ships operating to the south and 
one-fourth in the Norfclx area. The 5th MES em larxed iniws 
PhibRons frorm PribP.oc were anerating in the vicinity of Cura 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


Wednesday, 28 November 1962 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Made a speech to the Hampton Roads Chapter of the Navy League. 


This was the first speech in which wraps had been rermoved irom 
security and which permitted the disclosure of human interest stories 
pertaining to the Quarantin: Force. For the nexi few months I made 
several speeches on this subject. These speeches were cleared by 
the Department of Defense and State. Copy of one speech (they were 
all quite similar) is attached. 
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